
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Passports – a parents’ guide 

 
 

 
 

England 
 

 Recite numbers in 

order from 1 to 10 

 Recognise numerals 

1 to 5 

Ireland 
 

 Counts objects to 10 
 Is beginning to 

count beyond 10 

Scotland 
 

 Selects the correct 

number to represent 

1 to 5 

 Selects the correct 

number to represent 

6 to 10 

Wales 
 

 Counts up to 6 

objects from a larger 

group 

 Place numbers 1 to 

20 in order  

 
 

This booklet is a guide to some of the maths passports. It outlines the objectives, answers questions 
and provides suggestions for activities that can be done at home. 

 
 
 



 
Frequently Asked Questions – Parents 

 
Where and when can I do the passport activities with my child? 
Anywhere - in the car, out and about, at the supermarket or at home! 
Most activities can be done through talking with your child.  For best 
results this needs to be done little and often. 
 
My child is not being moved on at school. Why not? 
Children will be tested or assessed on each target at regular intervals. 
 
Why don’t you test straight after a practice? 
We need to know that the children will remember each target forever! 
 
My child says he was tested and passed, but is still working on this 
target. Why? 
We will test until they have passed the target 3 times. These tests will be 
at least a fortnight apart from one another. Then the target will be ‘signed 
off’ at school. 
 
How many targets should I work on at once? 
This is your choice. You can work on one target or several from the 
same passport. 
 
Why isn’t my child writing much down during the activities? 
Children need to learn these targets mentally. Writing them down may 
slow their progress. They will remember them better if this has been 
done through talk and playing games. 
 
What does the test look like? 
Like this! 

 2  

 6  

 3  

 4  

 1  

 9  

 5  

 2  

 0  

 8  

Multiply each number 
by 2 

 
 
 
 
How does my child move to the next passport? 
Once all their targets have been signed off, they will do a mixed test of all 
their passport targets.  This will ensure that they have really learnt them 
off by heart. 

 

The teacher would put some numbers in 
the middle column (see above). For 
example, this one could be used to test 
the 2x table (or any other times table). 
Your child would then start at the top 
and fill in as many answers in the empty 
column on one side (left hander to the 
left side and right hander to the right 
side – so they can see the middle 
numbers!).  Often, pupils will be tested 
verbally or on whiteboards, rather than 
writing on a sheet like this. 
 
They will then get tested approximately 
2 weeks later.  Once the target has been 
signed 3 times, it will be ‘signed off’. 



Activities for 
practising the 

Maths Passport 

 
Targets: England, Ireland, 

Scotland & Wales 

 
 Counting… 
 
Count regularly.  
In the car, walking to school, in the bath.  
 
Count backwards as much as forwards – 
children often need much more practise 
with this.  
 
Make deliberate counting mistakes, miss a 
number out or say one twice. See if your 
child can point the error out. 
 
Sing nursery rhymes or counting songs. 
YouTube has loads! 

Counting objects up to 10, 20 and more.  
 
 
Fruit, biscuits, cutlery, peas on a plate! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Try asking your chid something random in 
between and see if they can still 
remember the total! 

Reading Books 
 

 
There are lots of books with numbers and 
counting as a theme. 
 
E.g:   
Two at the Zoo 
One smiling Grandma 
Annos counting book 
Not like that, like this  
The very Hungry Caterpillar 
Counting with Thomas  
Ten terrible dinosaurs  
Brown Bear, Brown Bear 

 

Counting everyday objects 
 
When shopping, cooking or doing routine 
tasks. 
 
 

Fridge magnets 

 

Use number fridge magnets or foam bath 
numbers to put in order.  

Try missing some out or putting them in the 
wrong order and asking your child to 
correct you.  

 

 

Count objects to take away  
 
Ask your child to take objects away from a 
larger group.  
 
For example, “Can you take 6 packets of 
crisps out of this bag.” 
 
 

One more or one less 
 
When shopping, cooking or doing routine 
tasks. 
 

    + =5 
 
We have 7 pieces of apple. If I eat one 
there will be one less.  
What is one less than 7? 
 

Play board games 

 

Snakes and ladders and other track games 
are great for practising counting a number 
of jumps or places.  

Junior Uno involves recognising numbers 
and colours and you can play snap with 
number cards or clearly numbered playing 
cards.  

 

 

 

Make numbers 

 

Use playdough, shaving foam, paint, water, 
glitter or a steamy mirror to draw numbers. 
Practise saying the number you can see, 
and writing the number someone says.  

A paint brush dipped in water makes an 
easy to clean mark.  

 

You can get number cookie cutters. Making 
and icing  number biscuits and putting them 
in order could be great fun.  

 

Ordering numbers  
 
Use number cards or numbers drawn on 
post its and put them in order.  
 
Stick sticky labels to cars and line them up 
in the write order.  
Make a car park out of big paper and 
number the parking spaces. Park cars in 
spaces from 1-10 in order.  
 
 

 
Useful websites 

 
There are many, many excellent websites 
with games and interactive activities.  
These are just a few of them. 
 
Mathletics 
ICTgames 
BBC bitesize and cbeebies 
Woodlands Junior 
Topmarks 
Mad4Maths 
Mathszone 
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