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Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
Just before half term we had an outstanding INSET day with ex-head of Philosophy for Children 

(P4C), Will Ord. I have watched some very good speakers in my time but none have held my attention 

quite like this guy- the atmosphere was electric. Philosophy for Children is an enquiry based approach 

to learning which opens up children’s minds. It gives children the possibility of seeing that their ideas 

have value; that others have different ideas that have value too. It helps them realise they don’t 

always have to be right and gives them the confidence to ask questions and learn through discussion. 

It sits alongside and supports growth mindsets- it assumes intelligence is a flexible, ‘growable’ thing 

and susceptible to change; that it can flourish in some circumstances and wither in others. P4C 

pushes us towards valuing the non-academic as well as the academic in a school environment and 

towards giving all children a sense of value.  

P4C can be taught as a structured session that starts with a stimulus, encourages children to 

collectively decide on a question to explore and is followed by a discussion that is not contained but 

follows its own path, guided by the children’s thoughts and ideas, agreeing and disagreeing but 

always giving a reason for their point of view. However what we found even more exciting is its 

potential for informing practice across the curriculum and in all areas of learning. To this end we have 

instigated an approach to our professional development which hinges on joint lesson study between 

teachers. Teachers and TAs are using this to explore teaching methods (which are akin to P4C) 

which set out to let go of the reins on learning, to encourage deeper reflection by the children and to 

ensure all pupil responses are valued. Of course the lesson study method itself aims to do the same 

for teachers- to take away the fear involved in lesson observations and to give them the license to 

experiment, take risks and grow.   

Closely allied to the concept of a growth mindset is the concept of challenge. Challenge by its very 

nature encourages effort, personal investment and intellectual engagement. This in turn involves a 

desire to engage with and understand the world, have an interest in a wide variety of things and not 

be put off by complex and challenging problems. In school we have introduced children to the idea of 

a learning pit. When they are faced with a real challenge and are unsure which way to turn, they are 

in the pit. Our job is firstly to teach them a state of mind- that jumping into the pit is something 

worthwhile and secondly we need to help them develop the tools to help them survive in the pit and 

work their way up and out the other side. Don’t worry- we won’t be digging pits, any time soon, to 

throw your children into but we will be looking to give them the courage and resilience to get out of 

their mental pits. 

News 

 

On Friday 13 of November, Children in Need Day, 10 lucky choir members visited Gloucester 

Cathedral to sing in the Children in Need choir. We did many practises leading up to the big moment.  

One of the team members, Lottie Sibley, said “It was a great experience and a once in a lifetime 

opportunity, I’m glad I didn’t miss out.” 



Many thanks to Nia for helping us along the way and telling the BBC about our singing expertise.  

                                                                                                                           By Olivia and Lilyan. 

Murderous Maths 

Murderous Maths is a series of fun filled books that are full of maths. I never thought there would be 

so many tricks! Kjartan Poskitt (the funny and humorous author of the books) explains it in an easy 

way and, not only does the book contain the information but also small pictures about the previous 

paragraph to put in more comedy. 

He also is a friendly character. We found this out for ourselves when he came into our school and we 

got to meet him. He showed us a range of tricks and explained it in a child friendly way. 

                                                                                                                                                         By Scarlett and Joshua  

Zombie Maths 

Last Friday Matt Tidbury came in and taught us how to play a mathematical game called Zombie 

Maths. It was lots of fun! Here are the basic rules. You start with the board and two to five players. 

Next place a zombie card on each of the spaces on the top row. Pick five survivor cards each (you 

can get more by clearing the board of zombies!). Then place the plane on the circle saying fifteen. If 

you survive fifteen goes you win! Every three goes you add another row of zombies where the plane 

is. You defeat the zombies by rolling the die and, by multiplying, dividing, adding or subtracting them 

to make the number shown on the zombie. We have ordered class sets so that we can play it during 

maths lessons.                                                                                                       By James 

Information 

Walk to school next week. Please do what you can each day next week to walk or drive to an outlying 

road like Doctor Browns Road and then walk.  

Do be aware that the school is under fairly constant pressure to pressurise our parent body to park 

more considerately in the surrounding area. Parents frequently voice concern that they can’t drop 

their children safely in the drop off zone because other parents have left their cars there; residents 

have left polite notes on windscreens where parents have blocked driveways and or emergency 

vehicle access to Cecily Court and Private Road and find themselves in unwanted altercations over it; 

the National Trust have complained that the ‘bunds’ (the banks protecting the common) are being 

damaged by cars parked and trying to pass and the Parish Council keep asking me what I’m going to 

do about it. I’m sure most of us wouldn’t dream of compromising our children’s safety and/or upsetting 

the local residents. Unfortunately all of us seem to be in a permanent hurry these days and it is all too 

easy to forget the impact, on mass, that we might be having on others. Please at the very least use 

this ‘Walk to School Week’ to give the residents a break and give yourself more time to get to school 

and out of this maybe someone, somewhere, will change their habits for good. 

Important 

Christmas Lunch and Parent Pay 

If your child wants to have school Christmas lunch please let us know as soon as possible. For those 

children who do not usually have school lunches we would still like to receive the money through 

ParentPay if possible. You can pay online using your ParentPay account. If you have not yet activated 

your ParentPay account, we can provide you with an activation code. 

 



Learning News 

Assessment without levels part 2- 

I held a meeting with parents last week about life beyond levels. Thank you to all those who came 

along- it was heartening to find that so many of you were deeply interested in this topic and even 

more so when, out of the ensuing discussion, we discovered there was plenty of common ground 

between us. I have written up the notes I used for this discussion on the head teacher’s blog- for 

those who missed the meeting but would like to find out more. 

Foundation Stage Review 

Governors undertook an Early Years monitoring visit early in the term to see how well the new parallel 

classes for Reception are working and to look at the links with the Nursery.  

They found that the reception classes and the nursery staff are working closely together. The links 

mean that the nursery staff can ensure children are prepared well for their start in Reception and are 

familiar with school expectations and procedures. Across the Reception classes there is a 

consistency of approach, with staff planning their work together. 

Staff training and opportunities provided by the Trust have made a positive impact, for instance in 

approaches to mathematics.  All staff have regular updating on safeguarding requirements, policy and 

practice. 

Children were observed working with their teachers on letters and sounds. It was impressive to see 

how many letter sounds are already well known, and the lively and engaging way in which new ones 

are introduced. 

The children observed were enthusiastic about their learning. Many show considerable concentration 

on tasks, using their imagination and co-operating well with others. 

Finally the new outdoor area is providing some excellent opportunities for creative play, 

experimentation and skill development. Not least skills in identifying your own wellies from the many 

pairs to choose from.  

For future events and for a whole range of information about the school and its workings, 

please refer to the school website. 


