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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Viney Hill predictably inspired yet more thoughts concerning growth mindsets. I spent my days 
helping children overcome their fears as we put them through one challenging situation after another 
and I spent my nights reading an account of ‘Shackleton’s Great Antarctic Rescue’ by the captain of 
the Endurance. The week was all about mindsets which is partly what makes these residential weeks 
so valuable and why they can have such a profound impact on children’s confidence. It is not every 
day that you scale rock faces, squeeze through caves, cycle down rutted, slippery paths or canoe 
across freezing cold lakes without an adult. I’m sure we’ve all said, ‘I can’t’ at some point or points in 
our lives and we’ve all been told, ‘There’s no such thing as can’t’ by our parents or teachers. I lost 
count of the number of times I heard the words, ‘I can’t’ at Viney Hill but then again, I also lost count 
of the number of times I saw the same children’s faces beaming with pride and deep satisfaction at 
having overcome another fearful challenge.  
Our mantra has to be either ‘I can’ or as has caught on in school recently, ‘I can’t do it –yet.’ A school 
should be about learning and not necessarily results; about a willingness to keep trying and not 
necessarily getting there; about doing one’s best but not necessarily being the best. We have to want 
our children to want to go on learning when they leave school; to be willing to learn from their 
mistakes, to embrace the challenges they will inevitably encounter with confidence and 
determination.  
I related the story of Shackleton’s extraordinary tale of survival to the children in assembly last 
Monday. If you don’t know this story- I urge you to find out more. As an example of a growth mindset; 
of keeping your spirits up and keeping on going; of keeping on looking for the way out in the face of 
huge challenges, I can think of none to equal it. That said there are very many other real life and 
fictional stories out there that can be used with the children to illustrate the point. Please keep an eye 
out for them and share them with your children. 
 
Maths week will start on Monday November 2nd 2015.  The purpose of the week is to reinforce with 
the children just how fun and fascinating maths can be, as well as how important it is in their daily 
lives! 
To help us, renowned author, Kjartan Poskitt (author of the fantastic Murderous Maths series) will be 
coming to visit.  He will be speaking to pupils throughout the day on Friday 13th November (Friday 
after maths week) and will be hosting a family maths evening on Thursday 12th November.  You can 
find out more about Kjartan through visiting his website or viewing clips on Youtube - see the school 
website or Facebook page for more information.  The Thursday evening event will be open to all and 
further details will be available soon from the PTA. We will not be selling his books in school, 
however, if children want to bring in one of his books they will be able to get it signed. 
To keep you entertained over the half term, please find attached to this newsletter, a family maths 
challenge!   This can be entered into a school competition.  If your child would like to enter, they 
need to return it to school with their name and class written on by Wednesday 4th November.  The 
first KS1 and KS2 names drawn out will win prizes!   

 

News 

Congratulations to Miss Miles on the birth of her baby daughter, Ophelia. While Miss Miles is on 

maternity leave, Miss Tonner is our acting deputy head teacher. 

Football:  On the 15th Year 5/6 pupils played a school called Woodchester. The score was 1-1: we 

were happy with our result. Then we played them in a friendly. Mr Moss gave us a pep talk and said 

we need 4 or 5 short passes!                                                                                       By Ben 

Viney Hill: Viney hill was an amazing experience for the whole of Year 6. Everyone enjoyed all the 

activities; they were filled with fun. As well as being a brilliant trip it taught Year 6 some very 

important life skills like never giving up and having to deal with the fact that they were going to have 

to get up early and not lie in!                                                                                    By Archie 



Mexicoloure:  On Wednesday 14th we had a visit from Mexicoloure who kindly came to teach us 

about our topic, the Aztecs. We learnt lots of new things like some chants they chanted. We had a 

look at a replica of the sunstone which has a god in the middle, and saw what the real one, in 

Mexico, looks like -it was massive in real life! It was incredibly impressive, especially the acting and it 

was fun how they got volunteers to demonstrate what would have happened. It was an exciting 

morning and everyone found it interesting!                                                                    By Laura 

House Sports: In Year 5/6 we did house sports. There was the human knot, trust games, parachute 

games and cone games.. Year 3/4 had Kick off Stroud to do their house sports- they learnt how to 

play Ultimate Frisbee. Everyone was involved!                                                                By Ben  

Reading hooter: Recently, we had a reading hooter day. For those who are unsure of what a 

reading hooter is, it is basically when Mr Moss or a member of staff sounds the hooter and everyone 

has to stop and read for 10 minutes. It was a lovely experience to just stop for a minute and read and 

everybody enjoyed the adrenalin of when the hooter was going to sound.                By Olivia   

Thank you to everyone who got involved in the Charity Committee’s NSPCC appeal- we raised well 

over £800 for this very worthwhile and important cause. 

Please 

-the PTA are in need of volunteers for the Fireworks coming up soon. They especially need fire 

marshals. Please sign up in the office/ on the PTA Facebook page or seek out Naomi Bryant or 

Jacks Graham in the playground. 

Information 

The Dazzle Wake Up Club is starting at Minchinhampton Academy! It is available to all school years 
on a Monday and Tuesday from 8am and there are 15 spaces available on each session.  
 
Each morning will include fun dance, sport and relaxation games to develop new skills, co-ordination, 
balance, fitness and be ready for a day at school!   
 
A craft table and water will be available during each session. 
 
£2.50 per child per session  
 
Booking forms available at the school office. 
 

Important 

Life After Levels                                                                                                                                              

As of this September, levels have been removed from primary education. An expert panel that 

reviewed the National Curriculum between 2010 and 2013, studied many high performing 

jurisdictions or education systems across the world and found a common theme among them: that 

primary school age children studied fewer things in greater depth. Tim Oates (Group Director of 

Assessment Research and Development at Cambridge Assessment) says, “They secured deep 

learning in central concepts and ideas,”…… “Assessment should focus on whether children have 

understood these key concepts rather than achieved a particular level.” 

There are a number of compelling reasons for levels being dropped. While the original idea of levels 

was that children worked their way up the levels, they have become overly influenced by other 

factors. Children are labelling themselves and comparing themselves to others in an adverse way, 

and they are encouraged to move at an undue pace through the levels. “We need to switch to a 

different conception of children’s ability. Every child needs to be capable of doing anything 

dependent on the effort they put in and how it’s presented to them. Levels get in the way of this.” 



This of course echoes all we have been saying about growth mindsets since the beginning of term. 

We have to approach education and learning from the starting assumption that anyone can do 

anything. Of course some of us will need to work harder to achieve say Physics A level than others 

but the assumption has to be that we can all get.  

In the meantime, please recognise that the information you receive on reports regarding progress will 
have to change. The first report card will come out at the end of the second week back and will have 
grades for ‘learning attitude’ alone. This will be followed by parent meetings the week after. The most 
valuable substance for this conversation is yours and the teacher’s ongoing formative knowledge of 
your child’s specific strengths, needs and next steps as opposed to a random level or how they 
compare to other children in the year group. Given the new National Curriculum is organised into 
year specific descriptors of knowledge, understanding and skills as opposed to level specific 
descriptors, it is assumed that all children in that year group will be working their way through the 
curriculum appropriate to them. We are refraining therefore from publishing attainment information at 
this point in the year because the year has just begun. Of course within each year group, children’s 
needs will vary as much as they have ever done and it is the class teacher’s job to provide input, 
experiences and support to cater for these needs. Don’t, for one second, imagine that this is about 
‘lowering expectations or aspirations’ or ‘treating everyone the same.’ Instead of imagining this, hold 
onto the key concept behind this change- that we must encourage pupils to learn more deeply before 
they move onto the next stage, if we are to give them the best possible education. This expects 
plenty from our teachers- it’s all too easy to move children rapidly onto the next thing or next level- 
its’ quite another to creatively stretch the learning sideways and strengthen their understanding. To 
do this teachers will be getting children to rehearse and apply their understanding in different 
purposeful contexts and in ever more challenging and stimulating ways. 
Please recognise that there is a steep learning curve here for all of us – particularly in how we need 
to conceive of children’s learning and progress and what this means practically for how we respond 
to pupils and help them. We at school are feeling our way gradually and pragmatically towards a way 
of working that will fit this new assessment landscape and in turn the best interests of the children 
and their learning. Please bear with us on this journey, be rest assured that it is an improvement on 
what came before and know that I will be providing you with more information at the outset of the 
next term. There will also be an open meeting in the school hall with parents and myself and Miss 
Tonner after school on Wednesday 11th November. We will be providing a crèche for this event. 
 
MINCHINHAMPTON Parish Council has launched a Road Safety Awareness campaign to 
highlight the problem of speeding vehicles. 
 
Following previously successful Road Safety Campaigns Minchinhampton Parish Council has 
launched a renewed 20 IS PLENTY anti-speeding traffic campaign in response to concerns raised by 
residents and local people, regarding the speed of vehicles within the central area of 
Minchinhampton. 
The boards displaying the 20 IS PLENTY logo speed limit have been put up on the main routes into 
the central area.  Although the aim of campaign is to encourage a ‘voluntary’ speed limit in the 
community, it is important to the success that all residents and local people need to buy into the 
scheme. It is felt that within the central core area of Minchinhampton with its layout of narrow streets 
and parking issues residents, local people and the many children would benefit from a 20mph speed 
limit. 
The background to the '20 is plenty' campaign  is that sometimes a 30 mph limit is too fast where the 
road and local circumstances should dictate a much slower speed. Part of the problem is that many 
drivers regard the speed limit as a 'target speed' to drive at, rather than drive at a speed that is 
suitable for the local conditions. 
We must do our best to educate and make the community more aware of the need to use the roads 
in the safest way, whatever their chosen mode of transport, including as a pedestrian.                                                      
 


