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Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
I often talk about reading—for which I am unapologetic—because it is both the most important part of 
your child’s learning and sometimes the most challenging to maintain (given the number of 
entertaining distractions our children have- some of which add little or no value to their lives beyond 
providing easy entertainment). I mention it again now also to bring you up to date with a hugely 
exciting initiative underway in school at the moment- our writing project with the author, John 
Dougherty. 
 
At the end of the project we will be publishing a book, jointly penned by John and all our children and 
jointly illustrated by local artists and again, our children. This is a huge undertaking – much of it 
drawing on the drive and creativity of Mrs McCarron and Mrs Hodges – but they have drawn many 
others into their orbit, including the local library, NADFAS, the BBC (who came in yesterday) and, of 
course, John Dougherty himself. The BBC will very likely be airing the news story this coming 
Monday.  
 
In terms of encouraging children to read, there is often nothing better than have them brush shoulders 
with a living, breathing author. To encourage them to write- there is often nothing better than helping 
them to publish their own book. To combine this into one project is something really quite special and 
then to also include the opportunity for them to have their own artwork displayed and/or used in the 
book, it feels almost too much: hence the enthusiasm of NADFA and the BBC to get involved.   
 
My one contribution thus far has been to suggest we try to do this every 2 or 3 years because I’m 
greedy for more of our children to benefit from such a valuable and inspiring project. I so want them 
all to develop strong reading habits (see the paraphrased article below). 
 
N Moss 
 
 

News 

Thank you 

-to Naomi Williams and her team (Summer fete) and the PTA as a whole for being a quite 
extraordinary group of people who deliver some quite extraordinary outcomes for our children. 
 

Reading 

 
I have paraphrased here an internet article-- ‘10 Reasons Why People Who Read A Lot Are More 
Likely To Be Successful;’ reliably trading in the word ‘successful’ for ‘successful learner.’ The article 
promotes that reading as much as possible is the pathway to success and fulfilment. Success is a 
little too loaded a term for me- it begins to sound like money sometimes – hence my switch to 
successful leaner and fulfilment which is most definitely what it is all about:- 
 
1. Reading means you have increased focus 
~Focus is important for being a successful learner. When you read a book avidly you simply cannot  
put it down. Successful learners feel the same way about any task they set out to do. 
 
2. Reading encourages the setting of goals 
-Readers set goals for themselves whenever they sit down with a good book. Whether setting out to 
read a specific amount of pages before moving on to another activity, or deciding to read until a 
certain concept is solidified in their mind, readers actively try to accomplish something whenever they 
open a text. Successful learners also set goals and continue working toward the goal until they 
surpass it. 
 



3.Reading encourages us to spend time wisely 
Successful learners view their time as incredibly valuable, and seize every opportunity they have to 
learn something new, or accomplish a goal. Using up spare minutes on reading is time well spent for 
learning. 
  
4. Readers develop a sense of perspective 
Reading helps you understand people and the world around you- it develops emotional intelligence 
and empathy and sense of perspective. Successful learners are able to see all angles of an issue, 
because they have read a variety of literature from various perspectives. Being an avid reader allows 
you to put yourself in someone else’s shoes, if only for a moment; but once that moment’s over, you 
remember the experience for the rest of your life. 
 
5. Reading helps you to become more reflective 
Readers are reflective about what they have read. While gaining perspective allows a person to see 
from the other side of the fence, being reflective allows them the opportunity to understand how they 
can be productive with their new-found perspective. Successful learners see reading not as the 
simple act of staring at words on a page. They understand the profound effect that consuming a text 
can have on the mind, and how books can change a person’s life. 
 
6. Reading helps your communication skills 
It’s no surprise that the greatest orators and writers in human history have all been enthusiastic about 
reading. Successful learners draw inspiration from their role models, and utilize this inspiration to 
further their cause.  
 
7. Reading increases memory 
The more you read and learn, the easier it becomes to retain information. Successful learners simply 
continue to learn, and commit an incredible expanse of knowledge to memory, sometimes without 
even realising it. 
 
8. Reading keeps you fresh 
Successful learners see the brain as a muscle that needs to be worked. Just like going to the gym 
every day keeps your arms and legs in shape, reading keeps your mind sharp and able to easily 
retain knowledge. Successful learners exercise their mind on a daily basis through reading and other 
methods such as crossword puzzles and brain teasers.  
 
9. Readers are educated and informed 
When successful learners pick up a book, they don’t do so just to finish it, but to take something away 
from it. Reading textbooks is never just a school assignment to be completed, but is a chance to 
expand their knowledge even further. While reading fictional novels, successful learners take with 
them life lessons that they carry with them forever. 
 
10. Reading is relaxing 
Everyone needs to tune out the world every once in a while. There is nothing wrong with reading a 
“trashy magazine” or graphic novel to unwind. Reading just about anything is more beneficial than 
watching television or computer games. There’s no better way to chill out while keeping yourself fresh 
than with a good book. 
 

Information 

Please remember previous::: ice-cream volunteers please::: fruit & veg for snacks:::no nuts 
:::collect lost property:::willow::: keep the hogs happy and safe::: Cecily Court car park::: 
security- please see again below:::Communication- please see procedures extended below 
 
 
Communication--  
Parent Calendar: No changes – 
 

Attainment News 

 
In most schools attainment results have dropped off sharply this year because the tests in KS1 and 



KS2 represent a very significant hike in expectations: in old style language –what was a 3c in KS1 last 
year would now be a 2b and in KS2 what was a 5c would now be a 4b. I can see the logic behind 
doing this – as a government you would think one fail proof way of raising standards is to raise 
expectations. The trouble is it’s one-dimensional logic. We all know that to help our own children 
succeed in an academic sense—we need to have high expectations of them but this goes nowhere if 
it is not accompanied by support in the form of help/ encouragement/ trust and the nurturing of a 
growing independence. Education is about people and success is inevitably completely wrapped up 
with the need for confidence—for pupils, parents and staff alike. Simply hiking expectations and then 
holding people to account for not reaching those expectations is not good enough/ does not work for 
class teachers because it creates a climate of fear- the same goes for the educational world as a 
whole. 
So- the attainment scores have dipped nationally— 
53% of pupils met the new expected standard in reading, writing and mathematics combined. 
66% of pupils met the new expected standard in reading. 
70% of pupils met the new expected standard in mathematics. 
72% of pupils met the new expected standard in grammar, punctuation and spelling. 
74% of pupils met the new expected standard in writing. 
 
We have decided to pointedly filter/ shuffle to the margins a lot of the accountability pressures coming 
our way so that they don’t impinge unnecessarily on teacher time or undermine the work we are trying 
to put in to support our pupils and develop growth as opposed to fixed mindsets. In doing so, we have 
put ourselves in a slightly vulnerable position when it comes to Ofsted, because we might be found to 
be out of step with other schools. However what they can’t argue with are our results which have not 
dipped (these will go up on the school website next week- look for – important documents- school 
performance data).  
  

Requests  

 
Holidays- at regular intervals I make this plea—please, please, please try to avoid holidays during 
term time. While your children are going through school, I would ask you please to accept that 
holidays during term time are not helpful to your child. There are something like 170 days of school 
holiday each year- please use these. There is substantial evidence in education of the detrimental 
impact of holiday taken during term time- something the courts would have done well to read more 
thoroughly earlier this year. Of course we can all argue that our holiday will not affect our child—but in 
my opinion when you are in a community like a school one, you have a duty to abide by that 
community’s rules- out of fairness to everyone and out of the understanding that if you don’t, others 
won’t and then we do end up with a very significant impact on how well that community can function- 
in this case on how well we can educate your children. Sorry to rant—but please know that while I 
respect individual need and will bend over backwards to accommodate need, please also know that 
your holiday during term time has broader implications than just your child’s learning.  
 

Cecily Court - Please note that car spaces are limited to the top section; please do not park 
anywhere else. 

Head Lice - Just a reminder to please regularly check your children’s heads for head lice. If you find 
any the recommended treatment is the wet combing method, which avoids the use of chemicals: 

 Wash your child's hair using a normal shampoo. 

 Use plenty of ordinary conditioner to make the hair slippery so the lice will lose their grip. 

 Comb your child's hair with a normal comb, then with a nit comb. Start at the root of the hair 
and go all the way along to the ends. Check the comb for lice after each stroke and clean it 
if any are there. Keep combing over the whole head for at least 30 minutes. 

 Rinse their hair, and comb it through again. 

 Do the whole thing again four times over the next two weeks. The rule is carry on until you 
haven’t seen any full-grown lice for three sessions. 

The NHS website has further information: 
  
www.nhs.uk/livewell/childhealth6-15/Pages/Nits.aspx 

http://www.nhs.uk/livewell/childhealth6-15/Pages/Nits.aspx


  
If you do not have access to the internet or would like further advice please see our First Aid Co-
ordinator, Sara Jones, at school. 
 

 
For future events and for a whole range of information about the school and its workings, 
please refer to the school website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


