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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
SATS are over for another year. As usual we have been careful not to allow the tests to define us and 
how we work with the children. However the ‘powers that be’ have done their level best this year to 
confuse and upset both staff and children. I have heard of many children in other schools who cried 
their way through the later stages of the KS2 reading paper and many others left nonplussed by the 
kind of knowledge expected of children in the KS1 and KS2 grammar papers. I think if you went on 
line and saw what was expected of KS1 children now, you would come away a little shocked. 
Furthermore changes to the expectations have been communicated to us as late as March and 
papers have been leaked on the internet. Anyone passionate about language and its potential for 
inspiring young minds have been left seething at the one dimensional and ill-informed approach the 
government have taken to raising standards. One of my favourite authors, David Almond, has written 
a poem about it- take a look online. I don’t want to use up valuable newsletter space being negative – 
but I do think you, as our parents, ought to know how we feel about all this. We have no problem with 
change; we have no problem with looking for every way possible to raise standards but it might be 
advisable for politicians to at least consult with educationalists- we do want the best for our children- 
promise! Our children came out of the fray relatively unscathed- which, in part, must be testament to 
their teachers, to the relationship they have with their pupils and the way they teach. In fact I would go 
much further – the children made us proud- they approached some of the stranger elements in the 
grammar papers with good humour and they went about their work in a determined, conscientious 
and confident manner. 
 
Have a glorious half term. 
 
N Moss 
 

News 

 

The Minchinhampton Spikey Hedgehogs!! 
Recently, Romeo and Juliet, the hedgehogs, moved into Minchinhampton School Field to help bring 
them back to our town. 
They were released at 7:30 on Tuesday the 10th of May. ‘Romeo and Juliet’, as they were named by 
a Minchinhampton School student, was thought of because they are a couple. According to the 
Hedgehog Committee, they have already started breeding and apparently have had 1-3 babies! 
Hedgehogs are slowly dying. In the 1950s Britain had 36 million. Now there are fewer than ONE 
Million!!! The levels of hedgehogs have fallen by 37% in 2003 and 2012. Can you believe that in the 
last 65 years 35 million less hedgehogs?!! 
Romeo and Juliet are two SUPER CUTE Hedgehogs, who are currently nesting in the 
Minchinhampton Field. We hope you can help a hedgehog today!  
By Oliver Hudson and Elizabeth Athawes 
 
Cars and Cows 
Tragedy struck on Minchinhampton Common the night of the 22nd May, when a much loved highland 
calf, Jonny, was struck by a police car late that night. To add insult to injury, Jonny’s mother was also 
killed the next morning by a reckless van driver.  
The mother was around 10 years old and Joyce, the owner, had had them just over a year. 
Jonny was small for his age; Joyce thought this was because his mother might not have had much 
milk. She thinks this is why Jonny was such an independent calf. 
Jonny was killed outright when he was hit by a police car in the evening of the 22nd May. 
Joyce said, “If people want to go fast why don’t they use other roads to get to the same place.” 
There are plenty of other routes through the valleys that go to the same place. Without the cows on 
the common it would turn to scrubland. So please if you drive on the common, take care and go 
slower to keep the cows safe.  
By Wilf Thomas                                                                   



 
The Stratford trip 
Did you know that in Shakespeare’s time the children and grown-ups put a pebble around their necks 
to protect them from the dark witches?  
Last week, Years 3 and 4 went to Stratford to find out about Shakespeare to help with their English 
writing. Whilst we were there Pete and Val (centre guides) taught us this game called ‘Whoosh.’  
We were shown a film by Val which was about Shakespeare’s life and what he achieved. 
We were lucky enough to see some of the costumes they use for their shows and see some of the 
make-up which is used for injuries. 
The main part of the day we spent acting out A Midsummer Night’s Dream where we shared parts 
and acted out sections of the play.  
Everyone loved the trip and had an amazing time and learnt lots. 
 
Bikeability 2016. 
This month, Year 5 pupils were treated to a skills activity called Bikeability at their school, 
Minchinhampton Academy, so that they were able to ride safely on roads. 
There were two trainers who helped the children, a man called Tony and a woman called Janet. 
The point of Bikeability is to teach people how to handle a situation on the road and how to act out the 
different motions on a bike such as a safety check, a left shoulder check, secondary position, primary 
position and signalling.  
The trainers split us into groups of 3 or 4 and they checked our bikes and helmets to make sure we 
were safe to go on the road. We went out twice that week around Minchinhampton practicing safe 
cycling.  
At the end they gave some of us Level 2 badges which mean we are now safe to go on roads. 
By Leo Gardiner and Oliver Shipton 
 

Information 

 

Please remember previous::: ice-cream volunteers please::: fruit & veg for snacks:::no nuts 
:::collect lost property:::willow::: keep the hogs happy and safe::: Cecily Court car park::: 
security- please see again below 
 
Parent Calendar: No changes to report this week- only change was class photos from Tuesday to a 
Thursday. 
 
Drop off zone--- 
This seems to have worked well thus far. As a result we will continue the trial. We do need to monitor 
if it has led to congestion elsewhere. There will have to be a downside somewhere, as there always 
is, but the scales appear to be titling towards the positive at the moment. I would like to know 
especially how it works in the evening when the cones are left out – there is clearly no point in locking 
the top gate in the afternoon (as previously suggested) if the cones still work after school. Please 
communicate to me in person or by email concerning this. 
 
Communication— 

1. Please know that any changes in the calendar will be communicated to you in this slot on the 
newsletter.  The calendar itself will be reviewed weekly. 

2.  If you click on an event in the calendar, usually more information will be there in the 
description.  

3. We will aim not to repeat information in different forms/ places because otherwise it gets 
confusing.   

4. We will use texts to communicate either ‘nice’ things like a thank you or a well done, or 
reminders like ‘please bring your slip for musical soiree back in asap.’ We will not double up 
information available on the calendar in a text. 

5. We will use email to send newsletters and increasingly to send letters out. 
6. We will aim to send letters out providing more information about trips and sporting events at 

least a week before the event. We will be exploring ways for all our letters to come to you 
online. 

7. The parent Facebook page is clearly very useful for parents as a place to discuss events/ ask 
questions etc. Do know that I won’t (ref point 3) be communicating directly on Facebook 



concerning upcoming events- rely please on the calendar for this. If areas of concern crop up 
on the Facebook page, I will sometimes (if they appear unresolved) aim to answer these in 
the newsletter. 

 
 
Parent Feedback: 
Thank you to all those parents last week who allowed themselves to be grilled by governors and staff 
concerning the three areas of need identified on the parent survey. Also thank you to parents who 
came back to me by email and in person about these areas. Given I only received a small amount of 
feedback this way, I will extend this until the end of half term. The key areas identified by the senior 
leadership team were:- 
1. communication about upcoming events 
2. views of the parents are considered by the school 
3. parental concern about bullying 
 
 
For future events and for a whole range of information about the school and its workings, 
please refer to the school website. 
 
 
Appendix 1: 
 
Security: We have had good reason to change our security arrangements recently. Your children’s 
safety and welfare is always high up on our agenda and we know these changes will improve things 
further. While none of the new arrangements will alter how the school day feels to your child, they will 
certainly make access for parents more difficult. Please recognise that we need to be tight and 
consistent and help us by abiding by the following arrangements for parents:- 
 * Access to the building: Please do not use any other door except the front door to gain access to the 
school. Please do not attempt to gain access either through a classroom, the hall or through the 
courtyard. If you need to talk to the teacher, please catch them in the playground, contact them by 
phone or email, or make an appointment with the school office.  
* Before school clubs:  Children and parents please to wait at the hall door to be let in by the club 
leader.  
* Lates—please sign your child in at the school office. Do not go through the doors into the building to 
take your child to class. 
* Pick up time on the bottom playground: please aim to stand as far back as you can so that the 
teachers can see to safely release the children from the hall doors.  
* Pick up time on the middle playground:  please aim to stand well back from water garden door as we 
are struggling to get our class lines out uninterrupted 
(We recognise pick up has been made more difficult by the Portacabin) 
* Volunteers – whether for school trips or other- need to be signed in at the office before entering the 
building.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


