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Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
I thought it might be appropriate to update you about our academy life. We have now been part of 
DGAT (The Diocese of Gloucester Academy Trust) for 1½ years and the most discernible and 
valuable impact is still on the teaching and this comes from all the new opportunities staff, from across 
the Trust, have to work with each other.  We’ve never been a school to shy away from change and 
learning but the Trust has brought a new and quite relentless dynamic to this learning. Whether it be 
joint INSETS, in depth reviews of each other’s practice or action research, we are being carried along 
at quite a pace and, in my humble professional opinion, in a positive direction. The word ‘outstanding’ 
gets talked about far too much in education (to the point where I begin to feel quite bored). For me a 
school should aim to be outstanding in one critical aspect- in its belief that it’s not there yet (there’s 
that growth mindset word again- it clearly got under my skin!). Other words that come to mind are: 
humility, determination, an open mind- but not readily the label, ‘outstanding.’ Now I’m not trying to 
hedge my bets here with an Ofsted probably due, but as I age, I find myself wanting to look beyond 
some of the educational claptrap that hangs like a fog between us and the big blue sky. I want us 
defining what we want for our children: I don’t want us sitting around like cowed automatons 
hankering after Ofsted approval. Too often the preoccupation with Ofsted (and I assure you schools 
are preoccupied by this) feels like adult pride and fear for themselves and their careers. Our 
preoccupation and the heart of every decision we make ought to be the children and what is best for 
them.  
 
On a lighter note I was amused the other day when I asked our children what they thought defined 
Britishness. This is, of course, in the context, of the national agenda to promote British Values to our 
pupils—which are summed up by the powers that be as:- democracy; individual liberty, the rule of law, 
mutual respect and tolerance. We try to get these across to the children in an appropriate way and get 
them to understand some of the history behind them as well as how they apply to them in their 
everyday lives. When I asked the children about Britishness, they came up with:- independent, tea-
drinking, well-schooled, creative and with a good sense of humour- not bad for a first try. 
 
N Moss 
 
Information 
 
Thank you all those who’ve returned parent surveys. Whilst we have always taken note of the key 
messages from these surveys and taken steps to improve areas of need, we are determined this year 
to follow them up even more thoroughly. To this end Governors and the Senior Leadership Team will 
be looking to engage parents face to face in the playground about any issues identified as well as 
instigating an email exchange (given the usefulness of the drop off zone feedback).    
 
Sometimes our grounds are accessed outside of school hours by young people, among others, and 
usually they act responsibly. However there are occasions (rare ones) when our property is either left 
damaged or things are left behind that we would not want our pupils encountering when the school 
day starts. The Premises Managers monitor the grounds regularly and, after a recent incident, now 
more regularly (including after weekends). Please let us know immediately if you or your children see 
anything in the school grounds that might compromise your child’s safety. I don’t want you to be 
unduly alarmed by this- it is our responsibility and we take it seriously but, all the same, we have no 
way of keeping people out of the ground outside of school hours. 
 
 
News 
 
John Dougherty book signing 
On Monday 21st March 2016, John Dougherty came to Minchinhampton Academy. He talked about 
his books and signed them after school that day. Outside in the water garden there were biscuits and 
squash for anyone who came. Whilst you were drinking and eating you could have a look at the books 



which were on sale. John Dougherty was there himself signing all the books personally for children as 
well as adults.  He has come to are school before and has filled the pupils of Minchinhampton 
Academy with imagination and inspiration. We would all love him to come again to our school and talk 
more about his books.     
                                                                                                                     By Jessie Eaglestone 
                                 
Year 3/4 production- Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits! 
On the 22nd and the 23rd of March the year 3/4 did a production called ‘Ali Baba and the Bongo 
Bandits.’ It was a comedy version of ‘Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves.’ There were lots of jokes and it 
was very mystifying and dramatic. 
Here are comments by Cosmo and Martha who played Bongo and Princess Satsuma. 
Martha said, “There was lots of laughter around the hall. I want to do it again and I am sure the 
audience would love to watch it again.” 
Cosmo said, “I really enjoyed it and I loved it when I got to shout knickers in people’s faces.” 
The singing was also REALLY good- the soloists and groups! 
                                                                                                                            By Annabelle Catt 
 
Football-The Riddiford Cup 
On Thursday 21st of April Minchinhampton rose to the challenge of seizing the Riddiford Cup.  
Minch first played an exciting match against Leonard Stanley. An unlucky ball went through Minch’s 
strong defence and Minch was 1-0 down. Soon enough Tyler Jaggers found a great space for Harry 
Hepburn and a sliding goal lead to 1-1 draw.  
The next match was taken by Minch in a close match against Nailsworth which they won1-0, pushing 
us further towards the finals. The next match was against Chalford. After a close one against the 
crossbar by our opposition, Louis pummelled the ball up the line and found Tyler’s foot leading to a 
breath-taking goal.  
Minch proceeded into the semi-finals against King’s Stanley and soon took a chance at goal, only 
missing by inches. The opposition took a top corner shot and Archie Dowie made an outstanding 
diving save. After 8 tense minutes, extra time was needed but after a few shots the 2 minutes was up 
and we were onto penalties. After a great save by Archie Dowie, Harry Hepburn took a powerful shot 
and it flew past the goalie. Minch was through to the finals. 
We were up against Foxmoor- it was an intense match. Tyler Jaggers put us 1-0 up with a beautiful 
through the legs goal. Then after a pass by Harry Hepburn, Tyler Jaggers shot at goal and it flew past 
the goalie taking us 2-0 up. After a great save by Archie Dowie, space was created and Louis, one of 
our strong defenders, took  a chance at goal  and scored a lob against Foxmoor’s goalie, putting us 3-
0 up. After that Foxmoor came back at us and despite some great saves from Archie, goals started 
coming. Soon they had pulled it back to 3-2 which made for a very intense end to the game. At the 
final whistle Minch happily accepted the award and we took our 1st place medals. Tyler Jaggers won 
a family ticket to FGR for being a good sportsman. It had been a breath-taking tournament. 
                                                                                                                                   By Harry Hepburn   
 
Requests 
 
Cecily Court car park 
We pay for parents to be able to park in the Cecily Court car park. On the whole the arrangement 
works well from both sides. That being said, we have had a few reports recently from residents who 
have advised that parents from the school have been filling up empty spaces further down the car 
park, and causing some distress to residents returning home and finding they have no place to park. 
Just a gentle reminder-—please only the top section. 
 
Lunchtime Supply 
We sometimes need supply cover for our Midday Supervisors; if you are interested then please pop 
into the office and speak to our Business Manager; Alison Hayle.  
 
Learning News 
 
Governor Visit re learning and assessment without levels 
 
Governors visited four classes to see how the new curriculum is being taught and assessed. Walking 
into each class, what was striking was the enthusiasm shown by the children as they worked with one 



another. There was lots of purposeful chatter which on closer inspection was the children sharing 
what they had learnt, whilst being closely watched and encouraged to deepen their understanding of 
the subject matter. Feedback from teachers, TAs and children was being given during the lesson and 
helpful comments – ‘better if’, ‘even better if…’ – were written in books there and then, to enable the 
children to evaluate and improve as they worked. 
 
It was exciting to see such a high level of engagement from the classes we visited. This was 
strengthened when we met with four Y3/4 pupils who showed a clear understanding of how the new 
system of feedback works, and as a result had great pride in the improvements seen throughout their 
books. 
 
Although this is a change from the previous system of using lots of targets and levels, it is allowing 
teachers more time to interact in the classroom and to monitor the progress of pupils ‘at the coal face’ 
– during lesson time. It also enables teachers and TAs to better identify children who are struggling 
with a particular concept, and further help them in afternoon sessions on the same day while it is still 
fresh in their minds. 
 
                                                                                                                                 -Galina Gardiner 

 
 For future events and for a whole range of information about the school and its workings, 
please refer to the school website. 


