
 

Reading in Reception  

• Choosing books: When children begin school they are quickly encouraged to 

select a “choosing book” to share at home. We change two of these books once a 

week. They are recorded in the child’s yellow reading record book and parents are 

encouraged to comment upon them. This continues all year and into Year 1. There 

will be a parents meeting before they start school to talk about how to share a book 

with your child.  

•          Phonics: Starting in week 3 of term 1, children are taught the initial sounds 

and then digraphs. The school uses actions from Jolly Phonics and then Phonic Bug 

resources to teach phonics. The children are initially taught as a class and later in 

ability groups. Children will bring home Jolly Phonic action and sound cards, with 

words to read on the back. These which will build up over time into a pack, to be kept 

in their book bag. At the first parent reading meeting in October, parents will be given 

guidance about letter sounds and effective ways of helping their child to learn them. 

• Reading Scheme Books: The school’s main reading scheme is the Oxford 

Reading Tree (ORT). The children are introduced to the ORT books and the 

characters in them in school time and initially children take home grey books which 

have pictures only.  Once they have learnt the first 8 sounds, they start to take home 

phonetically plausible texts to match their ability, such as Pearson Phonic Bug books 

and Oxford Reading Tree Phonic Books. These are changed twice a week. The 

teacher is responsible for making sure the child is reading the correct level of book 

and for moving the child through the books.  The class teacher will use their 

discretion as to whether a child needs to read some non-phonic ORT books  in 

addition to the phonic books. 

Parents are expected to help their children with their reading on a daily basis (at 

least 4 times a week) and comment on their progress in the reading record. 

Guidance is provided about listening to your child read (including an example of a 

parent’s comments) both on the website and at the meeting in November.   

• Word making: Children will also receive sheets of letters to cut up to play at 

forming words at home- imaginary and real words. This is optional. 

• Tricky words: They will also receive lists of tricky words to learn. 

• Read with twice a week: The teacher will work with the child on their reading 

individually once a week and they should be heard a second time by the TA. This 

should be recorded in the child’s reading record book and on a class checklist. 

Where a child is struggling with their reading, it is hoped the teacher will find the time 

to read with them at least twice a week, if not daily. 



• Guided reading: By the summer terms most children should be grouped for 

guided reading. This should happen once a week either with the class teacher or the 

TA. The second read of the week should be individual. The teacher should hear the 

child read on one of these occasions and the TA on the second occasion. The 

guided reading session will be recorded in school and also in the child’s reading 

record, where an “I read in a group” stamp should be used.  

Reading in Year 1 and Year 2  

• Reading scheme: See F Stage--Scheme books will be changed twice a week, 

following the reading record cards, which must be kept updated. The teacher is 

responsible for making sure the child is reading the correct level of book and for 

moving the child through the books. Attention must be paid to the child’s Letters and 

Sounds grouping. 

• Children should continue to receive all support materials appropriate to them. 

This means for all children:- 

• the phonic cards will be kept in the book bags. 

• the truck words will continue to be sent out 

• and for those children who still need it- word making, tricky words and 

handwriting of phonemes will also continue to be sent home.  

• Phonics are taught in groups 5 times a week. Pupils receive weekly word and 

sound based homework from the adult in charge of their phonics group. 

• Read with twice a week: Children are heard to read twice each week: once in 

a guided reading group (if appropriate) and once individually initially, although this 

may become two guided reads a week depending upon the ability of the children. 

One read should be with the class teacher and one with the TA. The guided reads is 

be recorded in school and in the child’s reading record stamped with an “I read in a 

group” stamp 

• Comprehension skills: In Y2 children will additionally be expected to practice 

and individually complete comprehension papers to help them prepare for their SATs 

assessments at the end of Y2. 

• Independent readers: Once the child has completed the reading scheme 

books, they become a free reader. They then follow a programme of colour coded 

reading books, kept in the class book corner- this to help them initially select 

appropriate material. All Year 2 classes have a selection of these. The child will also 

be given a reading journal to complete on a weekly basis. 


