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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Our value this term is ‘forgiveness.’ We prioritise forgiveness as a core value because it is one of the 
most difficult to adhere to and it is so important when helping children to resolve disputes and get on 
with each other. We have tried to get the children to realise that while we’re all very different and we 
can’t possibly get on brilliantly with everyone, as fellow human beings they all deserve our 
compassion and respect and therefore our forgiveness.  
 
This week we had to call a halt on the march of the Match Attax. I allow these crazes to run their 
course because they can be an important part of a childhood. Unfortunately I have been here so very 
many times before as a head teacher—where crazes involve swapping or collecting, things inevitably 
go a little wrong. I have spent valuable time over the last couple of weeks dealing with all sorts of 
behaviours I would never expect from our children normally as well as investigating missing cards. 
Something driven initially by enthusiasm and fun starts to turn awry for some. It’s all good learning for 
the children of course. We will be allowing Match Attax but only on a Monday and a Wednesday when 
there will be a Match Attax ‘club’ for all-comers during the first part of the lunch hour. For the rest of 
the time the children will need to keep their cards out of school and on these two days- away in their 
bags. In other words we are putting time and energy aside to help set the children up for success with 
their swapping.  
 

News 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Minchinhampton visits the Amazon 

On the 1st February 2016, Minchinhampton Academy’s Year 5/6’s went on a school trip to ‘The Living 

Rainforest.’ They were focusing on rainforests at school and that has now boosted their knowledge. 

Oliver Hudson, a 10 year old in Year 5, said,” It was great fun! I enjoyed it so much that I can’t wait to 

go again!” He also added that it was very educational and taught him how strange but interesting all 

the plants are! He then said his favourite part was seeing the sloth being fed by a highly trained 

member of staff. 

We then went on to ask a couple of questions to Ben Weir, an 11 year old boy in Year 6. We asked 

what was the most incredible thing you learnt? He replied, ‘Well, what I was most intrigued about was 

how there are such things called hissing cockroaches that live in Madagascar!”  

We looked more into this fascinating building and found out quite a few crazy facts such as the Floss 

Silk Tree having spikes to protect it from predators.  

Hopefully this has persuaded you to come to this fantastic place and find out some facts for yourself! 



By Daniel Kettle and Oliver Hudson 

Rainforest life!! 

On the 1st of February 2016 the year 5/6 children of Minchinhampton went to the Rainforest life trip. It 

was a fun filled epic trip for the classes. 

The teachers were preparing this for a week and were delighted when they got there. Beth said, “It 

was probably the best animal experience I have ever had!” Another report from Teddie Rose, “All I 

can say is I loved it so much I had a dream about it the night after the trip.” Apparently this was about 

her riding a sloth and hanging out with a housefly . 

We asked some children what their favourite animal was. Molly , “My favourite animal was the sloth, I 

saw a member of staff feeding it. It was AMAZING!” 

Reported by Molly Dee Perkins and Beth Athawes  

Handball!!!-- Year 3 and 4 get intrigued by new sport 

At the end of last term, Royal, Sapphire and Cyan class all did their house matches. It was a new 
sport to all of us but we got it in the end.   

The coaches were nice and generous, a little bossy but great! Everyone passed to each other and got 
along fantastically well. Severn, Avon Wye and Thames all took  part. 

‘This is an amazing sport-fun and also good for fitness.’ (a quote from Kyra Smith age 8). 

 

By your favourite news reporters Elizabeth and Kyra 

 The Year 4 football team!!!  

At the start of this term, the Year 4 football team had to play a match at very short notice! They were 
supposed to play 2 games but sadly Bisley couldn’t make it.  Minch played against Chalford Hill! It 
was a very tough match. Here’s a quote from Mckenzie Graham- “ We all worked really hard but in the 
end Chalford won.’  
  
By Mack & Mckenzie 

 

Important 

 
Cars and safety 
Observation by a parent: ‘A child was running on the pavement, just inside the school gates, in order 
to overtake other pedestrians. He stepped off the path and directly into the path of a car who was 
going slowly about to drop off. The car could not have done anything, and on this occasion was in the 
right, but the little boy was very close to being hit.  
Outcome: We will talk to our pupils about road safety- (we do this every year but will do a reminder 
now). 
Please could you all talk to your own children and continue to be very careful when driving in and out 
of the school.  
 
Thank you  
 

Learning News 

We have begun our formative assessment action research project with Shirley Clarke, alongside 15 

other schools, including all the other DGAT academies. I have been involved in Shirley’s research 



before and know her to be excellent at working alongside staff and encouraging them to think deeply 

about learning. The profile of formative assessment couldn’t be higher and, in Shirley, we have one of 

its leading proponents. Added to this, action research is now proven to be far more effective than any 

number of conferences – it gives staff real ownership of their professional development and gives 

them the time to effect real change in their practice. I am therefore very confident staff will benefit 

enormously from the project. While only two staff are actively carrying out the research, they are 

feeding back their findings to other staff on an ongoing basis and all staff are free to try out the 

strategies and approaches. We have started an action research blog on our website- as one means of 

communicating outcomes with staff in other schools as well as our own. Of course, if you are 

interested, it also gives you access to some of the research. 

Another approach we use to help us develop better practice is our ‘Teaching and Learning 

Communities.’ This gives our teachers the chance to share practice and learn from each other. The 

assumption would be, correctly in my view, that we have everything we need within this school to turn 

this school into a place of teaching and learning excellence. External experts are a welcome and 

useful source of inspiration and challenge but ultimately it is what we do with the advice that matters- 

not the advice itself. The teachers will be starting something called ‘lesson study’ next term where 

they work in teams to plan one lesson and then repeatedly observe, review and re-do the lesson to 

improve it. Please rest assured the children only experience the lesson once- it is the teachers who 

experience it several times and who are given lots of quality time to reflect deeply on the learning 

outcomes for the children. In some ways it is not dissimilar to the Philosophy for Children that we do 

with the children—in particular the principle that focusing on one thing more deeply and for a longer 

time can reap many benefits often missed when we rush onto the next thing. 

Information 

Table tennis 
I love table tennis—here’s a good opportunity for anyone else out there who perhaps shares my 
passion (I can think of one or two Year 6’s who I played at Viney Hill who might be interested- for 
starters!) --this year’s Stroud & District Table Tennis Youth League. 
Matches will played at Stratford Park Leisure Centre on Sunday mornings from 09:00 AM to 11:15 PM 
between April and June 
Actual dates will be advised when all entries have been received. 
Each team will play three matches on each date  
 Entry is open to those attending a Stroud & District Primary or Secondary School or college, 
members of a Stroud & District Table Tennis League club, members of Stroud Table Tennis 
Club/Satellite club and those resident in the Stroud District. 
Entrants must be born in 1998 or later. 
Entry fee is £30 per team which is required with the entry form. 
 
 
Head Lice 
  
Just a reminder to please regularly check your children’s heads for head lice – we do currently have 
some of these ‘visitors’ in school.  If you find any the recommended treatment is the wet combing 
method, which avoids the use of chemicals: 

 Wash your child's hair using a normal shampoo. 

 Use plenty of ordinary conditioner to make the hair slippery so the lice will lose their grip. 

 Comb your child's hair with a normal comb, then with a nit comb. Start at the root of the hair 
and go all the way along to the ends. Check the comb for lice after each stroke and clean it if 
any are there. Keep combing over the whole head for at least 30 minutes. 

 Rinse their hair, and comb it through again. 

 Do the whole thing again four times over the next two weeks. The rule is carry on until you 
haven’t seen any full-grown lice for three sessions. 

The NHS website has further information: 
  



www.nhs.uk/livewell/childhealth6-15/Pages/Nits.aspx 
  
If you do not have access to the internet or would like further advice please see our First Aid Co-
ordinators, Tigz O’Malley & Sara Jones, at school. 
 
 
For future events and for a whole range of information about the school and its workings, 

please refer to the school website. 

http://www.nhs.uk/livewell/childhealth6-15/Pages/Nits.aspx

