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Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
Happy New Year to you all! 

This term’s value is ‘responsibility,’ a value that we revisit more regularly than most others because, 

along with ‘perseverance’ and ‘forgiveness,’ it is one of our core values.  

We have discussed in assembly these last few days how important it is to take responsibility not just 

for yourself but also for others; that in taking responsibility for/ looking out for others – in particular 

important others who you are linked to directly- like family, like friends, like the school community- you 

are also attending to yourself because they help to sustain you in turn; that in taking responsibility for 

yourself you must be careful not to ‘take’ from/ upset others. We have encouraged the children to 

dwell on their strengths and what they can do rather than feeling put out or jealous at the strengths of 

others; to take these strengths and try to use them to ‘give’ of themselves rather than take. If this is all 

sounding a little convoluted, blame the head teacher and trust the teachers, in the coming weeks, to 

bring some clarity to the children’s thinking. They will be focusing on taking responsibility for what you 

say; for managing our anger; for our family and friends and for using our gifts responsibly. 

I am really pleased that all of our children now take part in the KS2 communities because they 

represent a valuable and significant opportunity for the children to take some responsibility for others 

in school but also beyond school, in the local and wider community. Next week we will be holding 

interviews for new House Captains. The remit and level of responsibility these children take on seems 

to grow termly and we are trying to give as many pupils as possible the opportunity. This term we will 

be holding cooperative sports afternoons again- the aim being for pupils to build valuable experiences 

of cooperating responsibly as a team. 

We have spent some time this week also talking about British Values and how our society expects us 

to be responsible citizens. Children in KS2, at least, should be able to recall some or all of these 

values and how they relate to their lives in school and beyond - so please do ask them. To start the 

conversation off, the most obvious example of democracy in action in school is how, through our 

School Council, all children have a vote and have a say in how the school should be run.  

When it comes to behaviour, we use the words responsibility and forgiveness a lot; a lot more than we 

use the word ‘behaviour’ which is such a loaded term and usually has negative connotations. We look 

to encourage our children to take responsibility for their actions; to see mistakes in their behaviour 

simply as that- mistakes- and hence another very good opportunity for learning. In this sense 

behaviour is being seen as very much part of the curriculum as opposed to a hindrance to it. We 

expect the children to be honest about their mistake and, as often as we can, if there is to be some 

kind of ‘response’ to the mistake, we look for them to take on some kind of responsibility, one that is 

appropriate to the mistake. A good example I use to illustrate the point with parents was when two 

older children were laughing (uncharitably) at some younger ones playing in the playground. They 

became play leaders for a week, after which they felt impelled to sit down and write contrite letters 

about their actions the previous week and thereafter took on the job of play leading for the rest of the 

year. Of course this was a perfect strategy with a perfect outcome but we don’t live in a perfect world 

and it doesn’t always work so smoothly. That said- it illustrates our intent very clearly. 

If you want to find out more about our values and the kind of things we try to get the children thinking 

about, please look on the school website. 

N Moss 

Head teacher 



Information 

School Nursery 

The admissions process for entry into the School Nursery from September 2016 will be starting in 
February. A child can start in Nursery from age 2 years 9 months (their 3rd birthday must fall in the 
term in which they start). If you would like to apply for a place or would like any further information, 
please contact Mrs Lee Errington, Acting Nursery Manager (01453 883273 ext. 3 or email: 
l.errington@minchschool.net. Application forms are available from either the Nursery or the School 
Office. 
 

Meeting with parents regarding the new admissions policy under consultation 

On Wednesday, Stephen Draper and I met with a small group of parents to discuss the admissions 

policy which is presently up for consultation.  A key concern was whether the new policy would 

prejudice siblings of pupils who are already attending the school. A clause has been prepared which 

should put minds at rest and reads, ‘Children with siblings attending the school admitted prior to the 

changes in priority of the 2017 policy will be considered under the second Priority.’  The new policy 

and this proposed change will be published on the website as of next Monday. The consultation 

period ends on 13
th
 January 2016.  

School Dinners - paying by Parent Pay 

We have been advised by Parent Pay that Microsoft have recently announced that, as of 12 January 

2016, they will no longer support older versions of Internet Explorer and security updates will no 

longer be applied. 

To ensure they protect parents using ParentPay, from 11 January 2016, any users attempting to 

access ParentPay through older browsers with known security flaws will no longer be able to login to 

ParentPay - unless they upgrade to a supported browser. A small proportion of parents currently use 

a browser that will no longer be supported, so for peace of mind Parent Pay do advise that you check 

that the browser you use, to access ParentPay, is a supported one. 

Please read their Parents Internet Browser advice 

Learning News 

Space to Earth Challenge for Schools 

British ESA astronaut Tim Peake: STOP PRESS - For all budding space enthusiasts I'd also like to 

take this opportunity to let you know that during half-term, on Wednesday 17th February, there will be 

an opportunity to hear from the UK Space Agency first hand at the Festomane Exhibition in Stratford 

Park Leisure Centre. For more information on this please visit www.festomane.co.uk 

For future events and for a whole range of information about the school and its workings, 

please refer to the school website. 

https://www.parentpay.com/Improvements-coming-soon/

