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Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
There is a lot in this newsletter regarding communication systems and systems generally. I apologise- 
this is very much on the backend of our surveying of parent opinion and will, of course, die down 
again now that we have identified our ways forward. Please bear with us for the moment and please 
do read what we have said here, under ‘information.’.  
To start us off on a quite different note here is a piece about the referendum by James and Ben, 
 

The EU referendum 23rd June 2016 
An 11-year-old’s point of view. 
 
On the 23

rd
 of June, the UK will make the decision as to whether or not to leave the EU. Many are 

calling it the biggest political decision in decades, and will probably affect millions of lives, but no one 

truly knows whether it’ll be for better or worse. However, children as young as 11 have strong 

opinions! So what are the pros and cons? In this short report we will cover some key factors from an 

undecided voter’s point of view.  

There are many reasons why both would be good moves if we leave. We could gain as much as an 

extra £30 per person each year; however, we have no foresight over many other factors, factors 

which could drive our economy into economic crisis. One contrasting view is that we already have the 

5
th
 largest economy on the planet, so surely we could survive without relying on the EU? However, the 

opposite side think that although we have the 5
th
 largest economy, this would mean next to nothing if 

our currency became all but worthless in European countries.  

On a different point, the recent migrant crisis in Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq and other countries near that 

region, has left millions fleeing to Europe. According to ‘Vote Leave,’ 5.23million migrants have come 

into the EU, and they have stated that’s the size of the Scottish population! Leaving the European 

Union would let us control these numbers, so we can regain control of other pressing issues. For 

instance, if we can keep these numbers low, we can get on top of the housing crisis that we stuck 

deep in, and there will be less pressure on national services like the Police force and the NHS. In 

contrast, there always is the argument that more people would mean more taxes collected, although 

still no-one knows the true outcome until it happens. Also, it may result in lots of money being 

invested in prisons to leave, as we would no longer be able to deport criminals to foreign prisons. 

Plus, leaving may lose many of our allies, and put us back of the queue for trading, as stated by 

Barack Obama, current US president. 

Thank you for reading this in depth report on the EU. We are trusting you and the country to make the 

right choice next Thursday. It will be close but hopefully this report will have helped you to vote. Thank 

you. 

By Joe Halliwell and James Clark both Y6 

News 

 
The Musical Soiree 
When I stood up at the end of the soiree to say there was nothing, and I mean nothing, I would rather 
be doing than listen to our children perform, some in the audience thought I was joking. But I kid you 
not—that’s it for me—sad as it may be, I need nothing more. It was a privilege to be sitting there; it 
was inspiring, moving and impressive. Mrs Young took on the music leadership at school little more 
than 3 months ago and has already made her mark- this soiree was a testament to her hard work, 



commitment and creativity. Our aim was to include as many children as possible in the event because 
we want them to experience the joy and the pride that comes from performing. I warned the audience 
that the evening could appear a little ad hoc partly because of my inclusion in the whole affair and 
partly because we had only had one afternoon to practice. I had not however reckoned with the poise 
and confidence of our children or Mrs Young’s many organisational qualities. The evening was 
smooth-running, easy-going and a pleasure from start to finish. Thank you’s must also go out to all 
our peripatetic teachers, to Catharine Danks and her team for running a bar on the night and to the 
numerous teachers who performed with the orchestra on the night. We are now contemplating 
running a similar, if slightly pared down event, at Christmas time. 
 
Cricket matches aplenty 
Well done to all our cricketers who have taken part in numerous matches over the last two weeks.  I 
have been impressed by everyone’s willingness to have a go and the very real talents of some. 
 

Learning News 

Governors recently visited the school to explore the new approaches to achieving deeper learning in 
maths and support children to achieve  what is called mastery in the subject. 
From the Nursery through to Year 6 an approach which involves them   in applying learnt skills to 
problem solve and identify new patterns was in evidence. Lessons were very carefully planned to 
build on children’s learning, their ability to understand and to use logic and mathematical terms in their 
explanations.  
The approach clearly engages children. It encourages focused working between each other. Through 
skilful questioning staff identify any children who need greater support to make sure they all keep up.  
It is clear that they are enjoying the challenges of this way of working, not only because of the 
interesting and varied challenges set, but also because they are applying what they already know with 
confidence using a range of exciting resources. 
 

Information 

Please remember previous::: ice-cream volunteers please::: fruit & veg for snacks:::no nuts 
:::collect lost property:::willow::: keep the hogs happy and safe::: Cecily Court car park::: 
security- please see again below:::Communication- please see procedures extended below 
 
Communication--  
Parent Calendar: No changes  
 
Sports day: Tuesday 21

st
 June 

As usual: 
KS1: from 9.30 until approx. 11.30 
------------------- 
KS2 athletics finals: 11.15 to approx. 12.15 (throwing, long jump, high jump, long distance). The 
children will have been informed if they are taking part. 
-------------------- 
Lunch : 12.00-1.00 (Picnic on field, with your children if you want) 
-------------------- 
KS2 House sports: 1.00- 3.00 
 
Please ensure: 
-your child comes to school with their PE kit and has a hat and suncream 
Please help us by: 
-asking your children not to play on the KS2 sports equipment during the lunch break. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there 
 
The school boiler is being replaced as of this coming Monday for a period of approximately 4 weeks. 
The part of the school playground outside the boiler house will be sectioned off for this period of time 
and all appropriate health and safety measures will be taken. 
 
 



My Maths is now in operation for all classes. We evaluated this programme alongside Mathletics, 
knew we could not afford both and decided to try using My Maths for a while. It was not an easy 
decision given how popular Mathletics was initially and is still for some. Your children’s logins and 
passwords will be sent to you. We will keep this under review. 
 
Drop off zone--- 
I have monitored the impact on Cambridge Way twice this week. The situation appeared under control 
on both occasions. The only issue I could see was the lack of width on Cambridge Way as cars 
passed going in opposite directions. Logically I can’t see how this would be any worse than it has ever 
been. My advice would be to please try and park further away when you can. I haven’t had any 
feedback about how the pick-up works in the evening when the cones are left out. Please 
communicate to me in person or by email concerning this. 

 
Parent canvassing of opinion, on the back end of parent surveys. 
Over a week, governors and senior leaders approached parents in the playground to ask for feedback 
about three key areas identified from the survey. I provide for you here a potted version of the 
feedback we were given.  
  
1. Regarding improving communication 
-many liked the immediacy of texts and liked positive messages from the head but please for us to 
note that texts don’t work everywhere in the village. 
-many liked emails and notes in book bags. 
-many felt PTA facebook page was very useful. 
-many felt the parent calendar was unreliable and they didn’t want to have to check it on an ongoing 
basis. 
-many mentioned the need for one established methodology for communication and/or for different 
ways to be synchronised. 
-significant number felt sports events are too often ‘sprung’ on parents. 
-consideration needs to be given concerning working parents and their access to daytime events/ 
signing up sheets for parent evenings etc.  
-some suggested changes to the calendar could be notified using an email ping. 
-one suggestion of a regular governor/ parent ‘coffee and surgery.’ 
 
2. Regarding parents feeling their views are considered:- 
-most felt positive about this 
-some felt some staff responded to them as if they were whinging when they brought a concern. 
-some felt loudest parents were listened to.  
-opinion that important to be transparent and make sure parents understand the process, even if their 
view is not to be taken forward. 
 
3. Regarding bullying:- 
- the vast majority felt there was not an issue. 
-many went on to say where have been issues, they have been resolved quickly and appropriately. 
-many said children know what to do 
-some said inclusion in playground needs ongoing monitoring 
 
What action are we taking:- 
Regarding communication generally:- 
We will work to improve how well our existing communication methods function: We will aim not to 
repeat information in different forms/ places because otherwise it gets confusing.   
A. The Parent Calendar. The office and I will meet weekly to check all information on the 

calendar is accurate and useful. Any changes in the calendar will be communicated to you in 
the newsletter.  We will aim to include relevant information about the event, including notes/ 
letters/ guidance in the description box for the event. 

B. Newsletter- We will aim to keep you up to date here with:- the latest developments in school, 
news, any changes to the Parent Calendar, general information and requests. 

C. Website- we will now ensure all letters sent out are on the school website as they are sent 
out, as well as all newsletters. We will continue to provide a whole range of information about 
the school and how we work on the website. We are only maintaining blogs now for 
Reception classes, action research and the head teacher. 



D. Texts. We will use texts to communicate either ‘nice’ things like a thank you or a well done, or 
reminders/ heads up like ‘please bring your slip for musical soiree back in asap.’ Or ‘your child 
unfortunately does not have a place in gymnastics club.’  We will aim not to double up 
information available on the calendar- in a text, unless the text is needed to update you with a 
last minute change. 

E. Emails. We will use email to send newsletters and increasingly to send letters out. 
F. Letters. We will aim to send letters out providing more information about trips and sporting 

events at least a week before the event. We will be exploring ways for all our letters to come 
to you online.  

So please:-  
--When you need information about a trip/ event, please could you:- 
-1. check on the school calendar (including the description box) and/or 
-2. check your emails/ your child’s book bag for letters sent and/or 
-3. check your texts for any last minute changes. 
-4. Then when you are still unsure, please do ring the office. 

 
Regarding clubs- 
When you are unsure if your child is in a club or not, please, from now on, know this:- 

A. We will only send out a club list of what’s on the next term at the beginning of the last week of 
each long term (so that’s 3 times a year and this will be noted on the Parent Calendar). Slips 
for clubs should be handed in by the end of the last week. All clubs (including external clubs) 
must be re-applied for each long term. 

B. All clubs will now start in the second week back (including ongoing external clubs) and will go 

on for the whole of that long term. All clubs will run in the last week of each term—except for 

the summer term when they will end in the penultimate week. We will inform you by the close 

of day on the Wednesday of the first week back, if your child has not got a place in a club. i.e. 

We will only inform you (by text) if your child has not got a place – not if they have. If you hear 

nothing by the end of Wednesday you may assume they have a place. Please try to avoid 

contacting the office before this time to ask if your child has got into a club- you will only be 

asked to wait until the Wednesday. 

C. All clubs will start in September- we won’t wait until October now for some to start.  

D. When a club is cancelled, we will inform you before the start of the school day on bulletin 

boards and/or by text. If it is cancelled later than this, we may communicate this to you but we 

will always ‘look after’ the children until 4.15 wherever necessary.  

Regarding communicating with us about pick-up arrangements, please know:- 
A. That when you leave a message at the school office, the office will ensure the teacher is 

made aware of the change. 
B. The office will ring you back if they need to clarify any details.  

 
Regarding last minute changes, please know these will be communicated on the bulletin boards and/ 
or by text. 
 
Regarding communicating concerns about your child. 
Please let us know if you have any concerns. I expect all staff to take all concerns seriously; to 
respond to a child’s perspective at face value and to look into any matter carefully and in a balanced 
way.  

A. For an immediate/ urgent concern about your child, we will aim to contact you asap and within 
that school day.  

B. For an ongoing/ less urgent concern about your child, we will aim make contact with you 
within 24 hours. 

C. We will either catch you in the playground, ring you or email you.  We will also aim to contact 
you again after an appropriate period of time to let you know of any decisions/ developments 
our end and to check again with you how things are progressing your end. 

 
Regarding how we respond to parental opinion:- 
We will try to communicate as clearly as possible how we are responding to parental opinion/ what 
the school processes are for responding. 



G. Newsletter—results of parent surveys// finding from canvassing of parent opinion will all be 
communicated on the school newsletter.  

H. Facebook. The parent Facebook page is clearly very useful for parents as a place to discuss 
events/ ask questions etc. Do know that I won’t be communicating directly on Facebook 
concerning upcoming events- rely please on the calendar for this. If areas of concern crop up 
on the Facebook page, I will sometimes (if they appear unresolved) aim to answer these in 
the newsletter. 

 
Over the coming months: 

1. We will look into improving our use of ICT for communication/ surveying opinion/ signing up 
for things. 

2. We will be looking to develop a policy regarding parental communication which will detail what 
you can expect from all staff as well as clarifying expectations of parents (ie a development/ 
confirmation of the above.)  

3. We are in the process of developing a new behaviour policy which will come into use at the 
outset of next term. We will look for imaginative and useful ways of communicating our 
intended approach to you. 

4. We will try our very best to live up to the above. 
 
Vandalism in the school grounds 
It is with deep frustration that I have to report that both the top of one of the new willow structures as 
well as one of the pupils’ wildlife houses was vandalised over the half term. This kind of thing has 
happened too often and, after all the hard work put in by Mr Osborne, Mrs Dyer and the children, I am 
dismayed. I intend making the school grounds a little less accessible out of school hours, than they 
are at present. We will be trialling locking both gates into the car park as well as all gates onto the 
school property after school hours. We will be putting up signs making it clear that the grounds are 
private property and other signs asking ‘visitors’ to respect the spaces created both for and by the 
children. There is only so much we can do but I want to at least make these young people think. At 
present the grounds are a ‘lovely’ free-for-all for anyone who wants to use them. This is ‘lovely’ until it 
begins to compromise the children’s safety and/or what opportunities I can offer them- then I start to 
lose my sense of humour! Please be vigilant in any way that you can and let us know, if and when you 
see it, of any unwanted activity on the school grounds. You could email the school or call 101. 
 
 
For future events and for a whole range of information about the school and its workings, 
please refer to the school website. 
 
 
Appendix 1: 
 
Security: We have had good reason to change our security arrangements recently. Your children’s 
safety and welfare is always high up on our agenda and we know these changes will improve things 
further. While none of the new arrangements will alter how the school day feels to your child, they will 
certainly make access for parents more difficult. Please recognise that we need to be tight and 
consistent and help us by abiding by the following arrangements for parents:- 
 * Access to the building: Please do not use any other door except the front door to gain access to the 
school. Please do not attempt to gain access either through a classroom or through the courtyard. If 
you need to talk to the teacher, please catch them in the playground, contact them by phone or email, 
or make an appointment with the school office.  
* Before school clubs:  Children and parents please to wait at the hall door to be let in by the club 
leader.  
* Lates—please sign your child in at the school office. Do not go through the doors into the building to 
take your child to class. 
* Pick up time on the bottom playground: please aim to stand as far back as you can so that the 
teachers can see to safely release the children from the hall doors.  
* Pick up time on the middle playground:  please aim to stand well back from water garden door as we 
are struggling to get our class lines out uninterrupted 
(We recognise pick up has been made more difficult by the portacabin) 
* Volunteers – whether for school trips or other-  need to be signed in at the office before entering the 
building.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


