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HEADTEACHER 

Dear Parents/Carers  

Anyone visiting Minchinhampton Academy for the first time always comments on the positive atmosphere. This 

is down, in no small part, to the engaging, enthusiastic pupils we borrow, each day, from yourselves. It is also 

down to the quality of relationships between adults and children throughout the school- that atmosphere people 

talk about comes from hearing and seeing interactions around the school that are friendly, considerate and 

trusting. Visitors talk about well-behaved children but it is the spirit of the school that people all feel very 

strongly about. This has grown over the past few years, and is because the school has a clear conviction about 

its culture and what it means to be a part of Minchinhampton Academy. As part of this, we have a strong 

commitment to pastoral care throughout the teaching team.  

We aim to be proactive about children’s needs; to predict when children might have worries and respond 

before they develop into something bigger. We want to be there to provide children with direction at play time, a 

guiding hand in class and a safe haven at any time during the school day. Children always pick up on change, 

they feel the vibes when the lives of the people around them shift or move in a direction that feels wrong or not 

familiar. This affects them and they bring their feelings to school - albeit they might not be immediately obvious. 

But the staff know what to look for and how to handle these feelings. This is the essence of what 

Minchinhampton is about. The school puts the children's needs first: all of them just need space and time to be 

themselves and to be understood. 

There have had to be subtle changes to the way we operate pastorally over the last few months and I thought 

now would be a good moment to update you. All pastoral concerns should be referred first and foremost 

through the class teachers and teaching assistants and/or myself. If you cannot contact us directly, we will 

come back to you as soon as possible and at least within 24 hours. We will then keep you informed about what 

action we have taken and how things are going and parents must also keep us informed. Sometimes there is 

no easy ‘click of the fingers’ to solve an issue but usually constant communication and feedback between 

ourselves and yourselves goes along way. We do also have a Pastoral Team who operate across the school: 

they are myself, Sara Jones, Ronald Jansen, Paula Hough and Rob Bradshaw. The team are on hand to 

support pupils during lunchtimes but also to offer more in depth support where it is necessary at other times of 

the day. Staff will regularly refer on pupils or ‘situations’ to the pastoral team who then have at their disposal a 

whole range of strategies including giving children responsibilities, signposting them to particular clubs or  

offering them guidance and support. They can also refer on again to an outside agency if more specialist 

advice is needed. Last year the Buddy Room became a good base for the team and a safe place for children to 

sit, draw or talk. Unfortunately it has been a music room for the majority of this year but we will definitely have it 

in back in action at some point.  

Please, please, if you have any concerns about your child, their happiness and well-being, don’t hesitate to 

contact your class teacher or myself. We will always listen and are very committed, as a school, to helping your 

child to feel happy and settled. Every child goes through difficult times at some point in their school life but, as I 

have already said, if we work together, we can find solutions.   

N Moss 

Head teacher 

NEWS 

The Easter Service          

The Easter Service was a great experience for the House Captains-  it was fun learning the Easter Story 

through our acting. We loved performing to the school community. We found it increased some of our 

confidence as there were a lot of people who came to watch.                                                                         By 

Chloe & Alice 



                                            

 

 

Year 5/6 VE Day 

Before the Easter holiday the year 5/6 had a VE Day to mark the end of their WW2 topic. At the beginning of 

the afternoon the air raid siren went off so we all had to get to the shelter in the school hall. We listened to 

Winston Churchill on the wireless announcing the end of the war. We all had biscuits made by the cooking 

club- they were yummy! We all did the Lindy-hop (a dance from WW2) on the field. It was a great afternoon. A 

big thank you to all the teachers for organising it.                                               By Oliver Barlow 

Hello to our new staff 

It’s a very warm welcome to 6 new members of staff. Janet Hedley has started work as our new clerk to 

governors. Jennifer Gillstrap and Caroline Weaver have both joined us as TA’s in the Year 5/6 team and Year 2 

teams respectively. Two more TA’s will be joining us in the last week of term- both working in the Year 3/4 

team- Jennifer Morrison Smith and Ellen Dimon. In the same week Luke Wilson Kilgour will join us as a cover 

teacher in 5/6 and across the school.  

INFORMATION 

School Nursery – places are now being allocated 
The admissions process for entry into the School Nursery from September 2015 is now underway. If you have 
applied for a place, you should receive a letter within the next week or two.  A child can start in Nursery from 
age 2 years 9 months (their 3rd birthday must fall in the term in which they start). If you would still like to apply 
for a place or would like any further information, please contact Mrs Therese Watt, Nursery Manager (01453 
883273 ext. 3 or email: t.watt@minchschool.net as soon as possible. Application forms are available from 
either the Nursery or the School Office. 
 
Girls Football Coaching 
Available at Inside Football. This is open to ages 7-11. 1 month sign up £20. Qualified FA coaches. 
Call on 01453 885343 or email on info@insidefootball. 
 

REQUESTS 

Donations 
 
Don't throw it away! 
 
Y5/6 need any polystyrene food trays (e.g pizza bases) and ice-cream tub lids for their art project next term.  
Please drop them off at the office.  Many many thanks!  Alison Hodges. 
 
I know it’s hard to let things like this go but please, if you’re feeling generous, any donations of – 
* Dressing up clothes or old clothes suitable for dressing up, as well as accessories like wands, tiaras, hats, 
interesting scarves etc. 
-for the children to use at lunchtimes we would be very grateful. One thought- it might be worth checking 
through your clothes recycling before committing them to our container. 
 
We are always grateful for donations of books so please keep them coming in and thank you to everyone 
who has donated so far. 
 
Also the scrapstore is still thriving at lunchtime but would be even more exciting with ongoing donations 
from home, for example:- 
* Material: blankets, sheets, tarpaulins, drapes- or anything for den building. 
* Cardboard- very large boxes or tubes (for example ones that are found inside rolls of carpet). 
* Plastic- guttering, keyboards, crates, hoops for creative play 
* Storage boxes with lids. 

 

OTHER NEWS  

Re-ordering Holy Trinity Church (Reshaping the layout and interior) 
Open Meeting for all the Community 

mailto:t.watt@minchschool.net


 
We would like to invite you to an Open Meeting on 
Saturday 6th June 10am-11.30am, to be held in the parish church. 
 
The morning will begin with some brief input regarding why the church is considering re-ordering the building, 
what the difficulties of the building have been, and what ideas are emerging as potential solutions. A church re-
ordering typically looks at the uses of the building, both as a worship and community space, and asks what 
needs to be improved, redesigned or laid out in a new way. Current debate is focusing on seating and furniture 
of the church, heating, flooring and acoustics, and improving both visibility and flexibility. There will be 
opportunities to ask questions and offer your views. 
 
Following on from previous consultations about the church, we are keen to continue that consultation and seek 
wider community views at every step of the process, as well as keeping the community informed. 
 
Please note, this is a meeting for absolutely anyone in the wider community - you do not have to attend 
any church. We’d like as many people from across the community as possible to be able to be involved 
in this exciting project. 

 

 
GOLD CERTIFICATE WINNERS 

Gold certificate winners are: 
 
Aqua: Lydia Dickson, Martha 
Hollands, Joshua McGeary, Sam 
Gardiner  

Midnight: Hazel Adams, Noah 
Meadows, Isobelle Hicks-Prince 

Teal: Lucy Stewart, Rohan 
Hodges, Beth Davis-Berry, Sophie 
Shepherd, Amber Winders  

Indigo: Dom Bradshaw, Bella 
Ascough, Barney Dunn, Max 
Gerstheimer  

Azure: Darcey Higgins, Rhys 
Poole, Isabelle Marks, Angus 
Manson-Whitton, Lola Burford, 
Calvin Muir, Kyra Smith 

Cyan: Daniel Pearce, Amelia 
Goulty, Scarlett Allen, Ollie 
Shipton, Bo Pace-Humphreys  

Sapphire: William Hodges, Mack 
Higgins, Oliver Hudson, Rosa 
Gomez, Joseph Chare, Daniel 
Kettle, Grace Ewer  

Sky: Harvey Marks, Megan Smith, 
Will Bloodworth, James Clark, 
Peter Kendall 

Turquoise: Archie Dowie, Hazel 
Manson-Whitton, Evan Moriarty, 
Noah Knowles-Jackson, Emily 
Hampton, Lukas Pruess, Emily 
Braune  

Cobalt: Sam Gegg, Oliver Barlow, 
Jack Athey, Reggie Fellows, Jessie 
Eaglestone, Joe Halliwell  

  

 

UPCOMING DATES 

28.04.15 Bishop James Almassi  from Tanzania visiting school 

28.04.15 Year 6 K’Nex Challenge Final 

01.05.15 Year 4 trip to Gloucester Waterways Museum 

04.05.15 Bank Holiday 

06.05.15 Reception Class Grandparents’ Tea Party 

08.05.15 Year 4 to PGL  

11.05.15 Year 6 SATS Week 

16.05.15 PTA Bike Sale 

 

 


