
Our approach to teaching maths 

We make sure our approach to maths teaching is one based on formative assessment.  We establish 

where the children are in their learning through an elicitation exercise at the outset of each unit of 

work.  We then work out where we want the children to get to and track their progress towards that 

‘destination’ on what we call a maths ladder, which is a breakdown of the maths concept or skill into 

a progressive list of steps.  

Groups in the class are flexible and will depend on how a pupil has got on with their learning the day 

before. In this way pupils are less likely to feel labelled as a weak or strong mathematician- 

something that (despite a teacher’s best efforts) can happen in a traditional classroom with set 

ability groups, and can result in a child’s confidence gradually ebbing away. 

We recognise that an ongoing focus on basic skills has to be at the heart of our approach to maths 

teaching.  Each pupil has a maths passport and they progress across the world continents, through  

increasingly complex maths targets. We put aside time for pupils to work on their maths targets and 

they often form the basis of homework. Each child also has access to Mathletics, an online resource, 

which is great fun and very effective at helping pupils to work through their basic skills. 

We recognise maths has to be purposeful and is most powerfully communicated when put in real life 

contexts. We therefore try to ensure when a basic skill or new concept has been understood that the 

children have plenty of opportunity to apply it in a different or real life context.  Children are taught 

specific problem solving strategies to solve mathematical problems once a week.  We focus on eight 

problem solving strategies throughout the school which are applied to wide range of exciting and 

challenging problems.  This is in line with our commitment to pupils using their initiative and thinking 

creatively, exploring different possible solutions to the same problem. 

We have chosen to teach a progression of written methods which is clear and logical for the pupils. 

These methods are on display in every KS2 classroom. Teachers aim to only move the children on to 

the next method once they have understood and hopefully mastered the one before. There are 

other methods out there and some methodology has changed significantly since our pupils’ parents 

were at school. We therefore have provided careful guidance for our parents about our methods so 

that we can sing from the same hymn sheet and not confuse the children. 

Please do come in and ask if you have any questions about maths.  

Kind regards 

W Smith & N Moss 

 


