
  

Families Matter 
Issue 35  March - April 2016 

 

Family Information Service 
 

If you would like to receive your copy of this  

newsletter automatically or have any suggestions, 

email us at familyinfo@gloucestershire.gov.uk. 
 

0800 542 02 02 or 01452 427362 

www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk 

Hello... Welcome to Spring!  In this issue of our newsletter you can find out about some new support services 

for young people around the county as well as how to put your views across on the County Council’s plans to 
change what is delivered from local Children’s Centres.  There are lots of fun events and attractions coming up for 
the Easter holidays, so don’t forget to check the What’s On page on our website as new events are being added 
daily.  If you have anything you’d like included in our next issue, or have any feedback, please get in touch! 

 
 
 
 
 
Last month The Door in Stroud started a 
brand new group for home educated     
teenagers and their parents from anywhere 
around the county to meet.  The meetings 
are being held at The Door, 45 High Street, 
Stroud, GL6 9EH and cost £3 to cover the 
venue and refreshments.  To find out about 
the next meeting, contact Victoria on 01453 
756745 or email victoria@thedoor.org.uk . 

Have Your Say… on the future of services for families with young children.  The County Council have        

proposed plans to improve support for young families, particularly those most in need, using a network of           
children’s centres.  The plans include extending the age range of family support from 0-5 years to  0-11 years and 
bringing together staff such as midwives and health visitors in 16 of the most deprived areas of the county.  Across 
a wider network of 30 children’s centres, the Council plan to increase the childcare facilities to allow for 30 hours of 
nursery funding per week for working parents of 3 and 4 year olds from September 2017, as well as providing a 
community base for other services who work with local families.  If you’d like to find out full details of the proposed 
changes and have your say, visit one of the drop in sessions planned throughout March: 

 15th March, 2pm-4pm at Hucclecote Library, GL3 3RT 

 16th March, 10am-12pm at Moreton Town Hall, GL56 0LW 

 16th March, 2pm-4pm at Bourton Library Youth Centre, GL54 2AP 

 17th March, 10am-12pm at Bishops Cleeve Library, GL52 8NN 

 18th March, 10am-12pm at GL3 Community Hub, GL3 1HX 

Or you can respond online until the 11th April by visiting www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/familyservices  

Inspyre Plus is a new, low cost, county-
wide mentoring service for children 
and young adults of any age who are 
struggling with a wide range of issues 

in their daily lives whether they are around school, home or their 
community.  After receiving a referral, a carefully matched mentor 
will meet up with the young person to have an informal conversation.  
It is very important that the young person is matched with the right 
mentor so they can build trust and feel comfortable.  
Once a mentor is officially placed with a young person, work will begin 
on helping them build an empowering relationship.  Everyone is kept 
involved in the process, including parents and relevant professionals.  
Download a referral form from www.inspyreplus.com or contact 
07498315737 or email inbox@inspyreplus.com for more information. 
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What’s On? 
All these events and activities, plus many more things going on for Easter can be found on our website 

www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/whatson 
 

Sunday 6th March - Mother’s Day Printmaking Workshop - 11am-4pm at Museum in the Park, Stratford Park, 
Stroud.  Suitable for ages 5+, make printed patterns with miniature Indian woodblocks.  FREE but donations are        
welcome.  Contact 01453 763394 for more information. 
 

Saturday 12th March - Easter Eggstravaganza - 11am-1pm at Hesters Way Community Resource Centre.  Plenty of 
egg-citing activities and stalls.  Contact Jenny or Andy on 01242 228262 for more information. 
 

Sunday 27th March - Mad Hatter’s Easter Fun Day - from 10am at Sudeley Castle.  Join the 
Mad Hatter for a tea party, chocolate trail and craft activities.  Normal admission charges     
apply.  Call 01242 602308 for more details. 
 

Tuesday 5th-Friday 8th April - Doctor Whosical! - 10.30am-3.00pm at Gloucester Resource 
Centre for ages 8-18 of all abilities and mobility.  Plan a musical including prop-making, dance, 
music and film, perform it on the last day and receive a copy of the film to take home.  Contact 
Caroline Tate on 01452 863855.  Total cost £42 for the 4 days. 
 

Wednesday 6th April - Marbling Workshop - 10am-12pm and 1pm-3pm at Tewkesbury Heritage Centre.  A great 
workshop to experiment with lots of colours and patterns.  £5 per child, must be accompanied by an adult. 
 

 

Wallet Watch… 
 

Married Tax Allowance - find out if are you entitled! 
3.6 million couples are missing out on £212 of marriage 
tax allowance every year, make sure you’re not one of 
them!  In order to apply for the tax allowance, which 
means you will be £212 better off every year, you need 
to be married or in a civil partnership.  You both need to 
have been born after 6th April 1935 too.  One partner 
must earn between £10,601 - £42,385 per year and the 
other must earn less than £10,600 per year.  If this is you, 
read on... 
 

The person who earns the lower amount can ‘donate’ 
£1060 (it has to be this exact amount) of their unused 
personal tax allowance to the partner who earns more.  
This means that the higher earner can now earn £11,660 
before paying tax on their income instead of £10,600, 
and therefore you end up with £212 more in your wages.   
 

If you are eligible, the allowance will transfer to your 
partner automatically every year until one of you cancels 

it or your circumstances 
change.  You will need to  
apply by 5th April to get your 
full entitlement for this     
financial year.  To apply, 
phone 0300 200 3300 with 
both your National  Insurance 
numbers to hand, or visit 
www.gov.uk/marriage-
allowance.   

Easy Easter Eggs! 

 

You will need: 

Coloured string or 

wool 

Balloons  

Glue 

Water 

 

Mix equal parts glue 

and water in a bowl 

and leave your wool to soak in it for a few minutes.  It’s 

best to wind your wool around the bowl in circles so that 

it doesn’t get tangled!  Meanwhile, blow up the balloons 

to whatever size you’d like your eggs to be and tie the 

ends.  When you take the wool back out of the bowl,  

run it through your fingers to remove the excess glue.  

Wind it around your balloon to make a criss-cross 

pattern, leaving only very small gaps.  Leave it to dry on 

a baking sheet  for a couple of hours, turning it around 

so that it dries evenly.  Once it’s dry, use a pin or sharp 

scissors to pop the balloon and remove all the pieces. 

 

You can arrange your eggs in a basket, fix them in a    

circle to make a door wreath and hang with some       

ribbon, tie them to a long piece of string to make a    

garland or even put some small chocolate eggs inside 

the balloon before you blow it up to leave some tasty 

treats behind!  Picture from www.wonderfuldiy.com 


