
 

 

29th April 2016 
 
UPDATE ON THE TEMPORARY CLASSROOM AND REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 
 
Dear Parent, Guardian, Friend of Minchinhampton Academy, 
 
Many of you are all too acutely aware of the pressure our school has faced in recent years to take 
on more and more children.  In recent years the Academy has not been able to meet the basic 
demand that we have faced for places at the school.  This demand has been particularly acute in 
years 2 and 3 due to families moving into the village.  I wanted to update you on the work that 
has been going on, largely in the background, to try and address this problem. 
 
The school applied to the Government CIF bid process during 2014/15, which can fund 
additional space, but unfortunately failed to gain £180,000 funding that we would require for a 
permanent additional classroom.  As a result of this outcome, in August 2015 the Governors and 
Head took action to address the space problem, before it was allowed to impact on educational 
standards, by placing a temporary classroom on the lower playground.  This classroom is rented 
using money from school reserves and therefore must be replaced before March 2017, as it was 
only ever intended to be a truly temporary measure.  In parallel with the installation of the 
current temporary solution work has continued to try and establish a viable permanent solution 
to the problem.  This work has involved detailed discussions with Gloucestershire County Council 
(GCC) and Diocese of Gloucester Academies Trust (DGAT) as well as investigating other sources 
of potential funding including the sale of school land to fund the project. 
 
The results of the 2015/16 CIF bid were announced at the end of March 2016 and although we 
have been awarded welcome funding to replace our ailing boilers we were not awarded any 
funding towards a classroom.  More positively, discussions with GCC have resulted in us securing 
£40,000 from them towards a purchased solution.  This contribution, although significant, leaves 
the Academy a long way short of the funding required for a permanent brick built solution.  It 
does however bring us close to the amount required to purchase a cabin, similar to the one 
currently in place. 
 
Whatever solution is put in place the work must be completed by the end of this calendar year.  
In the absence of any further significant contributions the school intends to use the funds from 
GCC to purchase a replacement temporary classroom for the lower playground.  This action will 



 

 

halt the drain on the school reserves and maintain the educational standards by keeping class 
sizes more manageable.  We understand that this is not an ideal solution, our preferred course of 
action would be to have a permanent brick built classroom.  Therefore, if any of you are aware of 
sources of funding that are likely to be sympathetic to our cause we would be very grateful if you 
would make us aware of these as soon as possible, just drop me a line on the e-mail address 
below.  Even relatively small amounts would help to ensure that whatever type of solution we 
end up spending the money on is of the best quality we can afford and has as much life as 
possible. 
 
In summary, the Governing body and Head have been wrestling with this issue for some years 
now and have unfortunately not been able to secure funds for the ideal brick built solution.  
However, a temporary classroom does allow the teaching staff to maintain educational standards 
in a way that continuing to cram children into the existing building would not have done.  We 
therefore plan to end the paying of rent by replacing the current temporary building with a 
purchased unit to keep class sizes manageable.  That is unless additional funding can be secured 
in a short time frame.   
 
Yours, 
 
Mark Catt 
 
Mark Catt 
Vice-Chair of Governors 
E-Mail:  mark.catt@minchgovs.net 
 

 
 
 


